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LORRY DRIVER PROTECTION RACKET

RID OFFICERS AMONG 44 HELD BY MACC
Op in 5 states sees
32 RID staff hauled
up for taking bribes
of between RM150

and RM3,000 a month

AUDREY DERMAWAN
KUALA LUMPUR
news@nst.com.my

HE Malaysian Anti-Cor-
ruption Commission
(MACC) detained 44 in-
dividuals, including 32

Road Transport Department

(RTD)officers, believed to be con-
nected to a lorry driver
protection racket, during a major
operation in five states on Mon-
day.
Also detained wasa traffic po-

lice officer, a formertraffic police
officer and 10 civilians.
In Kedah, 11 were arrested in-

cluding eight RTD officers, a traf-
fic police officer, a formertraffic

os
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officer and a civilian.

In Penang, nine RTD officers
were nabbed while in Perak, eight
RTD officers and a civilian were
detained.
In Perlis, one civilian was ar-

rested while in Melaka, seven
RTD officers and four civilians

were detained.
The RTDofficers were believed

to be from various ranks includ-
ing senior officers, with the civil-
ians acting as proxies.
Sources said the RTD officers

had been giving protection toer-
rant lorry drivers carrying loads
beyondtheir weightlimit, as well
as those failing to meet technical
safety aspects.
“The (suspected) RTD officers

would not take action against er-
rant lorry drivers after receiving
bribes which were transferred di-
rectly into their bank account or
that of their proxies every
month.
“They (suspects) received be-

tween RM150 and RM3,000 a
month, with the total amount of
bribe moneyat RM1.64 million.
“The lorry driver protection

racket is believed to have taken
place between 2019 and last
year,” the source said.
MACC Chief Commissioner

Datuk Seri Azam Baki, when con-
tacted, confirmed the arrests in
the operation codenamed Op
Sukat.

He said the operation was car-
ried out with cooperation be-
tween the MACC and the RTD,
particularly the director-general
and the RTD Integrity Depart-
ment.
“For now, investigations are on-

going and weare looking to make
several more arrests as they
progress.

“This aspect

 

(bribery) is high- The lorry
lighted in Sections :
16 and 17 of the driver
MACCAct 2009.
“We will try our

best to expedite

protection racket
is believed to have

are not new, with the most recent
case being reported in 2019.
In April 2019, 75 Penang RTD

enforcementofficers, ranked be-

tween Grade 19 and 32, were be-
lieved to have received monthly
kickbacks of between RM10,000
and RM32,000as inducementfor
not taking action against errant
lorry drivers as well as leaking

information about
RTD operations.
The lorries were

supplied with spe-
cial stickers pre-
pared by tontos
(thugs), allowing

the probe into the taken Pplace them to be exempt-
matter,” headded. between 2019 and ed from enforce-
Yesterday morn- last year. ment actions.

ing, three RTD of-
ficers were brou-
ght to the magistrate’s court in
Penang to be remanded.
The four-day remand order

against the three was granted by
assistant registrar Muhammad
AzamMd Eusoff.
The three were brought to the

court building at 10.30am.
Lorry driver protection rackets

 

In a blitz from
April 9 to April 22,

60 state RTD enforcement offi-
cers were arrested and have since
been prosecuted in courts.
Out of 457 RTD staff in Penang

then, 139 were enforcement of-

ficers.
At that time, there were about

8,000 RTD personnel nation-
wide.


